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We warmly welcome you to The Caledonian Society

of Arizona.Since 1964, Celtic associations state-wide
have come together to celebrate Scottish culture and
particularly to present Scottish Highland Games. Back
then, it was a huge networking group without Internet,
e-mails or faxing! In 1978 these various Celtic associations
united to form The Caledonian Society of Arizona, a
non-profit organization and in the early 90's we received
our 501(c)3 tax-exempt status with the IRS.

Over the years our organization has grown, and we are
so proud to say that our Society still has many of the
same members who were present from the beginning
who serve on the Board and various committees.You
can imagine the history we have together and the great
stories we share with one another and the community.

One of our biggest fundraisers each year is the Arizona
Scottish Games and Celtic Gathering. Earlier Games
didn't really have the attendance or complexity that the
Games have today.The event began as a picnic in the
park ~ and a wonderful opportunity to come together,
share some food, drink & cheer on local Highland athletes
and dancers.Over the past 46 years our event has become
one of the second or third largest in the Pacific southwest.
We draw athletes, judges, and dancers from all over the
country and Canada.We draw 20,000+ people throughout
the weekend, and offer the most comprehensive
genealogy research "department" than any other
organization.The Games is our biggest fundraiser of
the year and with the money we make it's our mission
to educate the public about Scottish culture.We provide
pipers for funerals, participate in municipal events such
as the Metro Light Rail Grand Opening, are involved

in an array of community events and have provided
dance scholarships to young Highland dancers traveling
the country and abroad to compete. We have brought a
high school fiddle orchestra from Scotland to perform
at the Scottsdale Center for the Arts.We hosted them
and gave them a little taste of the desert! The Society
wishes to carry on the age-old traditions of Celtic
culture and have been consistent and steadfast in

our Arizona efforts since 1964.

Members of The Caledomian Society
of Arizona are dedicated to:

« Creating and maintaining a bond of fellowship
with all persons, groups, societies or organizations
interested in Scottish culture and heritage

Promoting, supporting and encouraging the arts,
culture and heritage of Scotland through the
Highland Games, Robert Burns Supper, Membership
meetings (families always welcome) and participating
in other Celtic events and gatherings in Arizona!

.

Stimulating interest and encouraging proficiency in
Scottish piping, drumming and other music, dancing
and athletics.

Working with local educational institutions to provide
information, demonstrations and instructional
opportunities for students to learn about Scotland;

its history, language and customs.

Practicing benevolence and charity by the
establishment of gifts, scholarships toward the
furtherance of these goals and the education of

each new generation.

Membership Meetings

Everyone is welcome! Our members meet on the second
Thursday of each month at 6:45pm. Our meeting place is the
Scottsdale Senior Center located at:

1700 N. Granite Reef Road * Scottsdale, AZ 85257

Each month members enjoy a presentation of Clans, history
and programs by dancers, musicians, historians, language and
Celtic studies professionals. Members also meet to plan The
Arizona Scottish Highland Games & Celtic Gathering.We are
active at other Scottish, Irish, Welsh and other promotional
events sponsored by the Celtic community and historical
societies. Our group has a Wee Lads & Lasses committee that
provides activities for children during the general meeting.

Please join us! We'd love to meet you!

Special Events Presented by
The Caledomian Society of Arizona

Robert Burns Supper

Each January, on or around his

birthday, the Arizona Scottish

community will celebrate Robert

Burns, Scotland’s renowned bard.

The festivities begin with cocktail

hour and dinner following. We invite

you to join us in this traditional observance of a
time-honored Scottish event: Burns Night. A toast to
the queen ~ the king ~ the haggis ~ poetry readings,
piping, drumming, Highland dancing and a Ceili follows
~ Celebrate in style with Arizona’s Scots.

=, The Arizona Scottish Gathering
{-‘g.frfﬁi and Highland Games
% h‘if You don't have to be Scottish to attend our

T Games.We welcome everyone and hope
you'll share with us about your cultural
background too! Visit the Genealogy tent and trace
your own family roots.There will be so much to see
and do! Artists will entertain throughout the day with
their traditional and modern Scottish tunes.The wee
lads & lasses area boasts Celtic arts & crafts, sports
& bouncy“moon” jumpers both days. We will also
showcase competitive highland dancing, pipe bands,
heavy athletics, country dancing, re-enactment and
vintage British car exhibitions.

The Caledonian Society of Arizona is proud to host
this annual event and The Arizona Scottish Highland
Games & Celtic Gathering always occurs the last full
weekend in February.So mark your calendar! It's not
to be missed!

Would you hke to volunteer?

Call us 602.431.0095 or go online www.ArizonaScots.
com and fill out our volunteer form!



